Literature Search Planning & Revision Tool        




Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________
1) Write down your research question 

2) Convert your question to a PICO format (to the extent possible) 

3) Separate out the various search CONCEPTS within your research question.  

List each concept.  (Your question is likely to involve 2-4, or even 6, different concepts)

Concept #1        

Concept #2
Concept #3
Concept #4 
Concept #5

Concept #6
4) Below each CONCEPT, list 1-3 alternative words (synonyms) that you could try when searching for that concept.  

Concept #1       

 Concept #2
Concept #3
Concept #4 
Concept #5 
Concept #6
5)  If you get too many items … Narrow your search
a. Use a databases built in LIMITERS, including Clinical Queries.  

[When entering your search, add only 1 (or possibly 2) to your search in the same search step.]
Relevant Clinical Query option(s) (CINAHL & MEDLINE)

Type of study:

A specific age group  (if relevant for the research question)

English

Research (only if using CINAHL)

Human (only if using Medline)

Male  or  Female  (if relevant for the research question)

Publication date range: 

Other:  

6)  If you get too few items … Broaden your search
a) Search only 2 of your concepts - or possibly 3 - then review ALL titles and/or abstracts

Rank the concepts, and list in tentative order of importance for inclusion in the search

b) List 1-3 alternate databases that you could try when searching for that concept.  

TIP for Later -- While searching, RECORD, on the back of this form, a list of the EXCLUSION FACTORS that you are actually applying informally when viewing search results – the various reason(s) that you are deciding to exclude each article that you are not keeping for potential reading later. (These reasons are likely to cluster into a relatively small list of categories.) 
You can later use this list to incorporate your exclusion factors into any formal report of your search strategy and results.   Note - the goal is to make your decision making process more explicit so that others could reproduce your search, so the reasons should be fairly detailed -- “not relevant” would be far too general. 
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